
4504 MISSILE TRAINING WING       

 
 

MISSION 
 
LINEAGE 
4504 Tactical Missile Wing (Training) organized, 18 Oct 1956 
Redesignated 4504 Missile Training Wing (Tactical), 1 Jul 1958 
 
STATIONS 
Orlando AFB, FL, 18 Oct 1956-25 Mar 1967 
 
ASSIGNMENTS 
 
COMMANDERS 
 
HONORS   
Service Streamers 
 
Campaign Streamers 
 
Armed Forces Expeditionary Streamers 
 
Decorations 
 
EMBLEM 
On a shield azure, spattered with 13 stars argent, a demi-sphere issuing from base vert longitude 
and latitude lines of the second; above the sphere two large plumes in saltire, argent, detail of 
the first; over all in pale, a missile gules, fins argent, its nose to chief, entwined with an atomic 



symbol of two electronic orbits or and two nuclei gules; its fire exhaust streaming downward to 
sphere proper; the missile winged on its dexter or, all within a border of the last. SIGNIFICANCE: 
The white plumes denote the training of the groups of this wing. The earth and the background of 
blue, containing 13 stars, symbolize the fact that units trained by this wing may be deployed in 
the future throughout the world. The red missile and the atomic structure at the nose of the 
missile represent the armament and atomic capability of the missiles. The half wing denotes that 
this organization is a wing. The yellow border around the emblem encompasses the mission and 
capabilities of the missile units into a single structure. This denotes the mission of this wing in 
producing continuity in the entire operations and training of tactical missile groups. (Approved, 1 
July 1957) 
 
MOTTO 
 
OPERATIONS 
The Tactical Air Command created a new type of organization for crew training on October 18, 
1956, when the a tactical missile wing to train Matador crews, the 4504th Tactical Missile Wing 
(Training), Ninth Air Force, TAC, at Orlando Air Force Base, Florida, was activated. The 4504th 
TMW was dedicated to training and was not to be deployed as a combat organization. The new 
combat missile units would be formed at Orlando, and trained by the 4504th. As part of the 
process, TAC began to develop an alternate method of meeting the manpower requirements of 
the new missile units. By 1957, a new command structure was put in place to accommodate 
deployment of new combat missile units, and two new tactical missile groups were formed at 
Orlando, assigned to Headquarters, Ninth Air Force, Tactical Air Command. 

 
The 4504th Tactical Missile Wing (Training) was renamed on July 1, 1958, to 4504th Missile 
Training Wing (Tactical), 20 and on July 1, 1959, formally established as the U.S. Air Force Tactical 
Missile School. 
 
The 4504th Missile Training Wing and the USAF Tactical Missile School are one single military 
organization with a single training mission. 

 
The newly renamed Missile Training Wing consisted of a Headquarters, a Student Squadron, a 
Training Squadron and a Support Squadron, along with two detached support sections, 
Detachment 1 at Holloman for the TM-76A Mace, and Detachment 2 at the Cape for the TM-61C 
Matador and later the TM-76B Mace. The mission of the new wing stated: 
The proficiency of the crew, as an entity, is the goal of the school. Crew proficiency is determined 
by the combined ability of the individuals to operate under alert conditions within the simulated 
concepts of theater operation. 
 
Even though a full wing, the 4504th was a tenant to the 1360th Air Base Group, MATS (Military 
Air Transport Service). Detachment 1, 4504th Support Squadron, was assigned to Holloman AFB, 
New Mexico, to support missile launch crew training. Detachment 2 of the 4504th Support 
Squadron at Cape Canaveral was physically located on the south side of the Port Canaveral  



 
The 4504th Missile Training Wing had 1500 assigned personnel in September, 1959, and had 
served as the home of the Tactical Missile School since 1956. 

 
 
The 4504th MTW was inactivated ten days later on March 25, 1967, and the facility was 
eventually turned over to the U.S Navy. 

 
The last tactical missile unit produced by pipeline through the 4504th MTW was also deployed to 
the Far East, the 498th Tactical Missile Group at Kadena Air Base, Okinawa. While the 498th TMG 
was manned by crews sent from the 4504th, the 498th and its three squadrons, the 873rd and 
874th Tactical Missile Squadrons, and the 498th Missile Maintenance Squadron, were activated 
on Okinawa as part of the 313th Air Division, PACAF February 8, 1961 

 
Training of the new Mace crews was handled by the Tactical Air Command at the newly renamed 
4504th Missile Training Wing at Orlando AFB before the crews were deployed to Germany. Some 
Matador crews would be retained in the 38th TMW, but only enough to man the aging missiles as 
they were phased out of service. Some of the crews with more time remaining on their overseas 
tour of duty would be reassigned to other squadrons, mostly the 71st TMS at Bitburg that would 
be the last unit to phase out the Matador. 

 
The 4504th Missile Training Wing in Orlando was called upon for support as well. The 4504th 
MTW supplied personnel to fill many slots at the nearby McCoy Air Force Base, home to a 
Strategic Air Command B-52 wing during the tumultuous alert period. 
 
With the deactivation of the MGM-13A program, Headquarters, Tactical Air Command, decided 
the 4504th Missile Training Wing at Orlando was no longer required. Training for the Mace B 
crews would be merged with the 3415th Technical Training Center at Lowry Air Force Base in 
Denver, Colorado, and continue until 1969. In October 1966, the 4504th Missile Training Wing was 
began shutting down and the MGM-13A facilities were closed. The remaining CGM-13B missiles 
and school components were shipped to Lowry where they were integrated into the Air Training 
Command's curriculum for missile systems training. Orlando Air Force Base was closed by the 
host Military Airlift Command and turned over to the U.S. Navy as a training center. 
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